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The Mission of the Valley Art Association is to promote visual arts and artists in the Chippewa Valley of       
Wisconsin through networking, creative development, and support for exhibits and workshops      

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^       

From the president:     Remember the summer meetings are at 5:30 so many of our 

members can get to them after work.  August activities: PROGRAM- WORKSHOP-ART 

SWAP THIS MONTH, CFAs for Banbury Holiday Market and Fall Heyde member 

show (see other attachments) 

• Next meeting is August 6 at 5:30pm at the Mill Ridge Condominium community 

center 4299 Mill Ridge Circle, Eau Claire. We have a very interesting program this 

month about art installations. Intrigued? Come to hear from professional artist 

Susan Sveda-Pachaud. Susan served as an active duty Army illustrator for two 

years. She earned BFA in Illustration from UWEC and a Masters Degree in sculpture 

from the University of Chicago. She has been exhibiting for over thirty years. Her first 

installation was “Water Cadenza” at the state regional arts center in EC in collaboration 

with fiber art professor Christine Yocca.  

Her program will explain and discuss different forms of art that can be considered 

installation art with special attention to site specific installation art and conceptual art 

installation. Plenty of time for questions and discussion led by Susan. 

• It’s time to do your annual studio purge. We will be having the VAA annual Art Swap 

before the August 7th meeting (starts 4pm) so gather your no longer desired art 

supplies to share, sell, or swap. No registration needed just show up with your “stuff”. 

Bring change if you are selling. Everyone else, come early to shop. 

• Drawing workshop- we are pleased to be offering this two-day workshop to VAA 

members and non-members featuring Professor Tim Tozer of UW Stout. This is a 

workshop for both those newer to drawing and the more experienced artist. This is 



     

     

    

   

  

 

     

Professor Tozer’s area of teaching at UW Stout. We are fortunate to have him share his 

expertise with us. DEADLINE AUGUST 1    Maximum 16 - a few seats left 

o  Register here: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTKk1btNIDDyevurI0jyxA

dMEeKQtLf4Bk8JgLUhr_rAYiSA/viewform?usp=header    

   

Welcome New Members in 2026    
    

         Thomas Dircksen*Patty Martinson*Roger Nielsen 
          *Louise Schotz * Sheryl Rupprecht * Linda Hurt 

     

     Exhibiting at VAA venues- July/August     
       Decadent Gifts – June Haigh-Boley - Artist reception at Decadent Gifts and 

Gallery on Friday July 31st 6:00 PM to 8:00.    
       Acoustic Café- School of Heritage Arts display 

  

                                                Artists Around the Valley:   

Decadent Gifts Artists in residence: Mindy Huntress and Helen   

Buck.  

Helen Buck- miniatures acrylic paintings at Two Roots  

Marlee Agner- Owner of the Imprompt sponsoringk kid's and adult ceramics classes this 

summer. https://www.theimprompt.com/private-events   

Karen Scarseth- artwork on display at the Art Z Gallery in Amery and The Stone Barn near 

Nelson WI.  

LE Phillips Summer Show, “Something in the Water”, June 15th-August 24th.  

Jeff Nelson, Ellen Nelson, Heidi Schreiner, Sarah Williams, Gerlyn  

Brasic, Mary Hermanson, Virginia Duerst, Jamie Bowers, Kay Brathol-Hostvet, 

Marlin Hostvet, Heidi Schreiner, Sheri Klein,  

Noriko Slowinski – July 25 th 10-1 at Decadent Gifts - Collagraph workshop (visit DG site) 

Jeff Nelson – watercolor class: at Shell Lake Art Center August 25-26 9-4  

A show at ArtZ Gallery, Amery opening July 31 st 

LE Phillips Library “Something in the Water” show -Gerlyn Brasic, Jamie Bowers, 

Virginia Deurst, Kay Brathol-Hostvet, Marlin Hostvet, Mary Hermanson, Ellen Nelson, Jeff 

Nelson, Shari Klein, Heidi Schreiner, Sarah Williams 

 

 

                                                                                                                                  MORE… 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTKk1btNIDDyevurI0jyxAdMEeKQtLf4Bk8JgLUhr_rAYiSA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTKk1btNIDDyevurI0jyxAdMEeKQtLf4Bk8JgLUhr_rAYiSA/viewform?usp=header
https://forms.gle/Bsa5QJ7Hnco49mSe6
https://www.theimprompt.com/private-events
https://www.theimprompt.com/private-events
https://www.theimprompt.com/private-events
https://www.theimprompt.com/private-events


     

     

    

   

  

 

     

Gerlyn Brasic Teaching Free Motion Quilting at Dragonfly Retreat, Banger July 31 1-4 

Location: Dragonfly Retreat, 305 17th Ave N, Bangor, WI 

Date: July 31, 2026 Time: 1-4 pm Cost:  $35 (includes fabric kit) 

Supplies needed: Home sewing machine with a free motion quilting foot, thread, bobbin, 

scissors, quilting gloves (optional) Register by calling or emailing Dragonfly Retreat at (608) 

386-7345, dragonflyretreat@yahoo.com 

and a landscape wet wool felting class August 7-9 go to website to view and for more 

information and to register   https://dragonflyretreatwi.com/open-retreats/  

Ken Krautbauer at Arts House Gallery in River Falls-meet the artist reception 8-13 from 6-8 

Show runs 8-6/9-18 Community Arts Board’s Annual  

Member Show at the Arts House in River Falls. June 18 – July 31. Artists  

Reception on July 25, 6:00 to 8:00 pm  

Mary Hermanson- Artists at the Clearwater Art &Jazz Festival on August 29, 12:00 -7:00 at 

the Brewing Projekt in Eau Claire; 

Pablo Center at the Confluence - Foust Gallery exhibition, ‘Needle and Lens"- July 6-Sept.20  

Heyde Center for the Arts--- Arrivals and Departures Exhibit - July 15 - August 26 

 18 VAA members have been accepted in the Arrivals and Departures Show at the Heyde 7-

15/8-30 Mary Hermanson, Gerlyn Brasic, Jean Arneson, Erin Hill, Karen 

Scarceth, Kim Strange, Bob Costenaro, Mark Robarge, Heidi Schreiner, Leslie 

Dugas, Sarah Williams, Becky Bowers, Holly Jacobson, Jeff Nelson, Lori 

Bischoff, Ann Lee, Cari Rayne Jacobson, Marlin Hostvet  

Congratulations to all! 
 

 

VAA School of Heritage Arts  

The VAA School of Heritage Arts is displaying at Acoustic Café July and August. 
There is a sampling of some of the different types of heritage art being offered in the 
near future. We are currently scheduling classes out into the spring. Fall class at the 

Cardinal Learning Center in Chippewa Falls is intermediate embroidery being taught by 

Paula Delfosse. She will be incorporating skills taught in the summer beginning 
embroidery  class (Val West Naber) using her own design. This will be offered in 

October, exact date to follow. We also offered an introduction to counted cross stitch in 
June (Kathy Stockton-Behnke.) We will be looking for  artists who might be interested in 

teaching introductory classes in other heritage arts. A survey will be going out with 

opportunities to volunteer. The goal is keeping the heritage arts alive!  

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                MORE… 

mailto:dragonflyretreat@yahoo.com
https://dragonflyretreatwi.com/open-retreats/


     

     

    

   

  

 

     

 

                   Your VAA Board Members 2026 
President – Kathy Stockton-Behnke                  
Vice President – Paula Delfosse   Secretary – Sarah Williams   Treasurer – Val Naber        
Members-At-Large:    Randy Palmer, Barbara Dunham, Mindy Huntress, Noriko Slowinski, Helen Buck, Jeff 

Nelson, Lillian Hillis  VAA Website Gallery is available to all members in good standing. A PDF is 

available on the website EVENTS & MEMBERSHIP Pages with instructions for both current gallery 

members and new gallery members.  Updates are completed twice per calendar year.  Next update 
September, 2026 

  

Calendar  2026 

January 8th Holiday party at Market on River      

February 5th Valentine after Robert Indiana-Helen Buck                                Mill Ridge Community Center 1:30 pm     

March 5th Kay Brathol-Hostvet on “Presenting Your Art…”                    Mill Ridge Community Center 1:30 pm    

April 2nd Constance Heffernan -making feathers w/roving wool                   Heyde Center 1:30 pm  CANCELLED    

May 7th Constance Heffernan- Making feathers with roving                          Mill Ridge Community Center 1:30 pm      

June 4th –picnic, Plein Aire event before the picnic at 1pm                            Autumn Harvest Winery 5:30 pm       

June 13- SHA cross stitch -Kathy Stockton-Behnke                                          Mill Ridge Community Center 1:00pm  

June 23rd- PAINT OUT 7:00 – 11:00 am                                      Rod & Gun Park 1515 Rod and Gun Park Dr., Eau 

Claire  

June 28th- PAINT OUT 7:00 – 11:00 am                                             Riverfront Park 12 S. Bridge Street, Chippewa 

Falls  

July 2nd – Professor Tim Tozer -Portrait Artist of the Year experience           Mill Ridge Community Center 5:30pm  

July 11- SHA Basic embroidery - Val Naber                                                       Mill Ridge Community Center 1:00pm  

August 1- SHA Beading- Nancy Erickson Dutmer                                              Mill Ridge Community Center 1:00pm     

August 6th – Susan Sveda Pachau on Installation Art and ART SWAP 4pm    Mill Ridge Community Center 5:30 pm      

August 15-16- Drawing workshop with Prof. Tim Tozer                                   Mill Ridge Community Center       

September 3rd – Des Sikowski-Nelson “ hand lettering”                                  Mill Ridge Community Center 1:30pm     

September TBD Gallery Update  

October 1st – Pamm Spooner on needle work                                                   Mill Ridge Community Center1:30pm  

November 5- VAA banquet                                                                                   TBD  

November 25- December 23- Fall Heyde Show   

Nov 23 & 24   - Load in for fall show                                                                       

December 3- Artists reception for Fall Heyde Show                                         Heyde Center                   
  

  


